
Running head: ON AN INSTANCE OF CLASS DISCRIMINATION 1 

 

 

 

 

Briefly, on an Instance of Class Discrimination: A Sample Developed Paragraph 

Geoffrey B. Elliott 

DeVry University 

  



ON AN INSTANCE OF CLASS DISCRIMINATION 2 

Briefly, on an Instance of Class Discrimination: A Sample Developed Paragraph 

 By most standards, I am fairly privileged. While I come from a working-class 

background, I am a white-collar worker with a steady job, stable home life, reasonable control 

over a shrinking debt-load, decent health, and an advanced education. The last has not always 

been a blessing, however; having a terminal degree worked against me as I tried to find full-time 

work in 2016 and 2017. During those years, I was able to find part-time work teaching, as well 

as a few side-jobs, so I was able to pay the bills I had that needed paying. Those jobs were not 

stable, however, being short-term contract labor and, in one case, seasonal, so I knew I needed to 

find something more enduring. When I would apply for full-time work, however, I would meet 

with one of two responses in most cases. The first was that I was not qualified for the position; 

the years I had spent earning my degrees and teaching did not register as being expertise in doing 

anything, so I was denied many jobs on that account. The second was along the lines of “Why 

does someone with a doctorate want to work here instead of in a better job?” While such 

phrasing was polite, even flattering, it was also a clear indicator that my skills and talents were 

not worth the risk of taking me on as an employee; it suggested that I would be moving to 

another job as soon as one would come along. In both cases, I suffered again for the education I 

had already suffered for, an education I was told would be sure to help me to find a good job. 

The reverse proved to be true, largely because the class-marker of my education worked against 

me. Things have improved for me since then, to be sure, but the experience has left me cautious 

about where I admit to my higher education. 


